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In retrospect, the conclusions of Terrace and others seem to have been premature.

Although some early ape language studies had not been rigorously controlled to eliminate cuing,

R. A. Gardner and B. T. Gardner were condueting double-blind experiments that prevented any

possibility of cuing as early as the 1970s.2 Since 1979, researchers have diligently guarded

against cuing. For example, Rosh Lewin reported that instructions for Kanzi, a bonobo (pygmy

chimpanzee), were "delivered by someone out of his sight," with other team members wearing

earphones so that they "could not hear the instructions and so could not cue Kanzi, even

unconsciously. ,,3 More recently, philosopher Stuart Shanker of York University has questioned

the emphasis placed on cuing, pointing out that since human communication relies on the ability

to understand cues and gestures in a social setting, it is not surprising that apes might rcly on

··1 . I 4Slmlar SIgna s.

There is considerable evidence that apes have signed to one another spontaneously,

without trainers present. Like many of the apes studied, gorillas Koko and Michael have been

observed signing to one anotherS At Central Washington University, Louhs, the baby

chimpanzee placed in the care of the signing chimpanzee, Washoe, mastered nearly fifty signs in

American Sign Language witbout help from humans. "Interestingly," wrote researcher Robin
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